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 This study explores pre-service English teachers’ perspectives on 

implementing the Gallery Walk strategy to enhance EFL students’ 

speaking skills. Using a qualitative case study design, the participants 

consisted of five pre-service teachers who conducted their teaching 

practicum at one of public schools in Central Java. Data were collected 

through open-ended questionnaires, and classroom observations. The 

findings reveal that the Gallery Walk strategy was perceived as an 

effective, interactive, and student-centered approach that encouraged 

students’ participation, boosted confidence, and improved fluency, 

vocabulary use, and argument structure. Despite challenges related to 

time management, student shyness, and material preparation, the 

teachers adapted through reflection and instructional adjustment. These 

results suggest that Gallery Walk is a feasible and beneficial strategy for 

enhancing speaking skills in EFL contexts. 

  

 

INTRODUCTION 

Speaking is a core skill in EFL learning, yet many students struggle with confidence, fluency, and 

limited vocabulary. Interactive strategies are therefore required to promote active participation. 

One such strategy is Gallery Walk, an active learning technique that allows students to move 

around, observe, discuss, and respond to displayed ideas or works. Previous studies confirm its 

effectiveness in improving students’ speaking skills. 
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Gallery Walk is an active learning strategy that allows students to move around, observe displayed 

ideas or materials, and engage in group-based discussions. Previous studies have demonstrated 

that Gallery Walk contributes positively to students’ speaking skills, confidence, and classroom 

engagement. Despite the growing body of research on Gallery Walk, limited studies have focused 

on how pre-service English teachers perceive and experience the implementation of this strategy 

in real classroom contexts. 

As future educators, pre-service teachers’ perspectives are essential in understanding how Gallery 

Walk is implemented in real classrooms. This study aims to investigate their perspectives and 

challenges in applying the Gallery Walk at SMA N 13 Semarang. The research questions focus on: 

(1) how pre-service teachers perceive the Gallery Walk strategy and (2) what challenges they face 

during implementation. 

RESEARCH METHODOLOGY 

Research Design 

This research adopted a qualitative case study approach because it allows for an in-depth 

exploration of a bounded system, namely the implementation of Gallery Walk by pre-service 

English teachers in a real classroom context. The design was chosen to capture participants’ 

perspectives, teaching experiences, and reflections in a natural setting without experimental 

manipulation. 

Participants and Setting 

The participants consisted of five pre-service English teachers from the English Education 

Department of UIN Walisongo Semarang who were conducting their teaching practicum at SMA N 

13 Semarang in 2024. The teachers were assigned to eight different twelfth-grade classes. Each 

participant taught different classes with varied student characteristics and learning dynamics. The 

research setting was selected because the school actively facilitates innovative teaching strategies 

during teaching practicum programs.  

Instruments 

Several instruments were used to collect the data. The primary instruments included classroom 

observation sheets, open-ended questionnaires, documentation, and field notes. Classroom 

observations were used to record students’ participation, interaction patterns, and speaking 

performance during the implementation of the Gallery Walk strategy. Open-ended questionnaires 

were administered to the pre-service teachers to obtain detailed insights into their perceptions, 

challenges, and instructional experiences. Documentation such as lesson plans, teaching materials, 

and students’ work supported the primary data sources. Field notes were used to capture contextual 

aspects that occurred during the teaching and learning process. 

Procedure and Data Analysis 

Data collection was conducted through classroom observations during the implementation of 

Gallery Walk in speaking classes, followed by the distribution of open-ended questionnaires to all 

participants. Documentation and field notes were collected simultaneously to enrich the descriptive 

data. 

Data Analysis Techniques The collected data were analysed using the qualitative analysis model 

proposed by Miles and Huberman, which consists of data reduction, data display, and conclusion 

drawing. Data reduction involved selecting, focusing, and simplifying the collected data. Data 

display was conducted by organizing the data into narrative descriptions and thematic categories. 

Conclusion drawing was carried out through pattern identification and interpretation of the 

findings. 
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FINDINGS AND DISCUSSIONS 

The findings of this study reveal that all five pre-service teachers expressed positive perspectives 

toward the use of the Gallery Walk strategy. They reported that students became more active, 

enthusiastic, and confident in speaking activities. Students were more willing to express their 

opinions, respond to peers, and participate in group discussions. 

Table 1.1 Summary of Findings: Implementation of the Gallery Walk Strategy 

Theme Key Aspects Detailed Findings 
Example Quotes from 

Respondents 

Perceptions of the 

Gallery Walk Strategy 

Positive 

perceptions 

Pre-service teachers 

considered Gallery Walk 

effective, interactive, and 

student-centered. 

“Gallery Walk 

makes students more 

active…” (R1) 

 
Student 

engagement 

Students appeared 

enthusiastic, active, and 

motivated during movement 

and discussion phases. 

“Students seemed 

very enthusiastic…” 

(R2) 

 
21st-century 

skills development 

Gallery Walk 

encouraged collaboration, 

communication, and critical 

thinking. 

“Suitable for 

training 21st-century 

skills…” (R3) 

 Initial concerns 

Initial fears of chaotic 

class were not realized; 

discussions remained 

focused. 

“At first, I was 

worried… but 

discussion was 

focused.” (R4) 

 
Improvement 

across cycles 

Students became more 

confident and structured in 

Cycle II. 

“Clear difference 

between Cycle I and 

II…” (R5) 

Challenges in 

Implementing Gallery 

Walk 

Student 

confusion (Cycle I) 

Students relied too 

much on notes and did not 

understand the purpose of 

arguing yet. 

“Students tended 

to reread their notes…” 

(R1) 

 
Time 

management 

Group discussions often 

exceeded the allocated time 

because students wrote too 

many notes. 

“Discussions often 

run late…” (R2) 

 
Low 

participation of shy 

students 

Some students 

remained reluctant to speak 

and required additional 

encouragement. 

“Some shy students 

are still reluctant…” (R3) 

 
Theory-focused 

learning (Cycle I) 

Students understood 

argumentation better only 

after practical examples in 

Cycle II. 

“Only in Cycle II… 

students truly 

understood…” (R4) 

 
Preparation 

demands 
Designing attractive and 

meaningful station materials 

“Preparing 

interesting materials 

requires more time…” (R5) 
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Theme Key Aspects Detailed Findings 
Example Quotes from 

Respondents 

requires extra time and 

creativity from the teacher. 

Impact on Students’ 

Speaking Skills 

Vocabulary & 

fluency 

Students started using 

linking words such as 

therefore, however, in my 

opinion. 

“Increase in 

vocabulary and fluency…” 

(R1) 

 
Argument 

structure 

Students demonstrated 

clearer thesis, reasons, and 

supporting details. 

“Argument structure 

has become clearer…” (R2) 

 
Confidence & 

participation 

Previously quiet 

students began expressing 

opinions, even in simple 

forms. 

“Seeing usually quiet 

students start to speak…” 

(R3) 

 Listening skills 

Students improved their 

ability to listen and respond 

to other groups’ 

presentations. 

“Their listening skills 

are also trained…” (R4) 

 
Overall 

confidence 

Students felt more 

secure because they had 

structure and examples to 

guide their speaking. 

“They feel they have 

a ‘foothold’…” (R5) 

Recommendations for 

Future 

Implementation 

Clearer 

scaffolding 

Provide sentence 

starters or useful phrases for 

lower-level students. 

R1 

 
Student-selected 

themes 

Allow students to 

choose discussion topics 

relevant to their lives. 

R2 

 
Technology 

integration 

Try using digital 

platforms for Gallery Walk to 

increase engagement. 

R3 

 
Specific 

feedback 

Teachers should give 

direct and targeted feedback 

after each presentation 

session. 

R4 

 
Pre-activity 

warm-up 

Use ice breaking to 

prepare students emotionally 

and socially before 

discussions. 

R5 

 

 

The implementation of Gallery Walk also contributed to improvements in students’ speaking 

performance, particularly in fluency, vocabulary use, and the organization of arguments. Students 

began using a wider range of expressions and were better able to structure their ideas during oral 

presentations. 



JEES; Journal of English Education Studies 2025, 8 (2), 30-35 

34 

Despite these positive outcomes, several challenges emerged, especially during the initial 

implementation. The most frequently reported challenges included limited instructional time, 

students’ reluctance to speak, and the teachers’ initial tendency to emphasize theoretical 

explanations rather than practice-based activities. Through reflective teaching practice, the pre-

service teachers adapted their instructional strategies by providing clearer scaffolding, practical 

examples, structured group roles, and more intensive facilitation during discussions. 

As noted by previous studies Namaziandost et al. (2018) and Hakim et al. (2019) Students often 

show notable gains when engaged in Gallery Walk activities. The improvements observed in this 

study, particularly in fluency, vocabulary use, and confidence, appear to align with those earlier 

findings. The observational findings, which documented a transition from students relying on 

written notes to formulating arguments independently, offer concrete support for the teachers’ 

perspectives. The alignment between what the participants reported and what was witnessed in the 

classroom further reinforces the credibility of this case study’s results. 

These findings are consistent with previous studies, which highlight Gallery Walk as an effective 

strategy for promoting speaking skills and collaborative learning in EFL classrooms. Furthermore, 

the reflective adjustments made by the pre-service teachers indicate their growing pedagogical 

competence and professional development. 

Conclusion 

This study concludes that pre-service English teachers hold positive perspectives toward the 

implementation of the Gallery Walk strategy in EFL speaking instruction. Gallery Walk effectively 

enhanced students’ speaking skills, especially in terms of fluency, vocabulary mastery, and self-

confidence. Although several challenges were encountered during the implementation process, 

reflective adaptation enabled the teachers to optimize the use of the strategy. Therefore, Gallery 

Walk is recommended as an interactive and student-centered learning strategy for EFL speaking 

classrooms and as a meaningful pedagogical experience for pre-service teachers. 
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